




 

Achievement Day—August 19 
ALL Pre-Registration DUE July 10, 2010.  Available on line at:  http://

www.co.pennington.sd.us/extension/extsvc.html 
This includes all entries including Fashion Revue and Clothing 

 
 **LEADERS/FAMILIES:  Achievement Day packets will be ready for pickup on June 7.  
     Each family is responsible for picking up their own information unless arrangements  
     have been made with their leader.  It is very important that everyone has a CURRENT 
     2010 State Fair Book because ALL lots have been changed.  State Fair Books are avail- 
    able on line at http://4h.sdstate.edu or can be purchased at the office for a fee.   
  

**Achievement Day Judging will be held on Thursday, August 19th, 2010 from 8:00 
am. until 12:00 noon in the 4-H Building.  Exhibits can be entered from 8:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon.  Judging starts at 8:30 a.m.  4-H’ers are encouraged to participate in the 
interview judging process. 

  
  

**All youth must pre-register their exhibits on or before July 10, 2010.  Link for static ex-
hibits, dog  and small animals.   Static Form   Dog Form  Small Animals 

  
Entries can be faxed by 5:00 p.m. or postmarked by July 10, 2010.  A late fee of $5.00 

will be assessed per 4-H’er.  Absolutely NO LATE entries after August 6.  Late en-
tries will forfeit their premium money and will not be able to go on to State Fair. 

  
  

**All static exhibits except clothing will be judged on this day, including flowers. 
  

**Entry Tags**—We will be printing the front side of the tag and will have all your entry tags 
ready for you the day of check-in for all the entries that you pre-registered. Entry tags will be 
generated from our new 4-H Plus program again this year.  We will be printing the front side 
of the tag only — you will need to pick up the back side of the tag and fill each one out for 
each exhibit.  Back entry tags are available at the office or at this link:  Entry Tag 

  
**Clover Bud Entry Tags – All clover buds will be using a clover bud entry tag instead 

of the 4-H entry tag.  LEADERS, please make sure if you have any clover buds that 
they use the correct tag.  Here is the link:  Clover Bud Entry Tag 

  
**LEADERS/CLUBS—We will need to watch the 4-H Building on August 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 

and 28.  Please call the office to sign up for a shift. 
  
**We will need volunteers the day of judging.  Please call the office to sign-up. 
  

**Livestock Show – The livestock show will be Saturday, August 14th, 2010 at the Custer 
County Fair.  More information will be mailed directly to all livestock enrolled 4-H members 
by July 1. 

  

**Fashion Revue—July 17     All of the Fashion Revue Forms can be found on this link:   
Clothing & Fashion Revue Forms on line at http://www.co.pennington.sd.us/extension/
extsvc.html 
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American Garden Award 
Rick Abrahamson 

 
Recently, I received an email from All-America Se-
lections announcing “The American Garden Award” 
for 2010.  They are asking for gardeners and profes-
sional horticulturists to vote on the plant they think 
have the most garden appeal.  AAS has selected four 
different plants to choose from.  They are hoping 
gardeners will purchase the plants and vote based on 
how well the plants do in their area.  There are sev-
eral ways to participate in the voting. 
Gardeners can vote online at 
www.americangardenaward.com, text a code to a phone number, mailing postage

-paid postcards that are available at most garden centers, or by becoming an AAS fan on Facebook.  Several 
public gardens have agreed to display the four plants so that the public can see them in action.  The closest 
gardens to South Dakota are Denver Botanic Garden, Boerner Botanical Gardens, Chicago Botanic Garden, 
and Chicago Park District gardens.  Other sites include Dallas Arboretum & Botanical Garden, Longwood 
Gardens, Missouri Botanical Garden, and Oklahoma State University-Oklahoma City just to name a few.  This 
summer consider visiting a botanical garden while on traveling to see some of these plants. 
 
The four plants in the running are: Echinacea ‘Purple Splendor TM’, Ornamental Pepper ‘Purple Flash’, Rud-
beckia ‘Denver Daisy’, and Zinnia Profusion ‘Knee-High Red’.  ‘Purple Splendor’ is a non-stop blooming 
coneflower that blooms well into the fall.  Adding years of enjoyment to a perennial border and will blend 
well into a wild garden and will attract butterflies.  Flowers are a large 3 inches or more in size and the plant 
grows 24 inches tall with a spread of 14-16 inches.  The ornamental pepper ‘Purple Flash’ grows to the height 
of 10-12 inches with a spread of 14-16 inches.  This plant boasts leaves that are almost black in color with 
bright purple flashes with glossy black peppers.  Drought tolerant and easy to care for this plant will enhance 
any mixed container as well as in-ground plantings.  ‘Denver Daisy’ is a summer-long Rudbeckia that stands 
up to extreme weather.  Large 4-6 inch flowers are golden in color with red rings.  The plant grows to a height 
of 18-20 inches and a spread of 12-15 inches.  ‘Knee-High Red’ is a profuse bloomer with red two inch flow-
ers and grows to a height of 16-24 inches with a spread of 12-15 inches.  This zinnia will work well in a cot-
tage garden and is very tolerant of cool, wet and hot, humid conditions.  The flowers are long-lasting in a cut 
arrangement and growing is easy as it is perfect for low maintenance and low water gardens. 
 
Voting will continue until August 31st but consider voting today.  The AAS website has a graph that illustrates 
how each plant is doing.  While surfing the website be sure to check out all the past All American Selection 
winners for the past several years.   

 
Feel free to call on me if you have any questions 
about the voting process or any other horticultural 
issues.  I can be reached at 605-394-2188 or via 
email at ricky.abrahamson@sdstate.edu.  Also, 
be sure to check out our website at http://
www.co.pennington.sd.us/extension/extsvc.html.   
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Rudbeckia ‘Denver Daisy’ Zinnia Profusion ‘Knee-High Red’ 

Ornamental Pepper ‘Purple 
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 Pennington County Extension Staff 
Tana Clark - 4-H Youth Educator, Ext. 112 
Vacant                  - Extension Educator/Family Consumer Science, Ext. 116 
Rick Abrahamson - Extension Educator/Horticulture, Ext. 115 
Kathy Bruckner - Administrative Assistant & Publications Coordinator, Ext. 111 
Evonne Schumacher - Expanded Foods & Nutrition Program Assistant, Ext. 124 
Tamara Studioso—Expanded Foods & Nutrition Program Assistant, Ext. 117 
 

Phone:  (605) 394-2188 or (605) 394-2199     Fax:  (605) 394-6815  
Email:  pennington@sdstate.edu 
 

**JUNIOR LEADER** 
Due to the busy summer months coming up and everyone having to work on their projects, we will 
not be holding regularly scheduled monthly meetings again until October.  The Junior Leaders will 
be helping with a couple of OMK (Operation Military Kids) summer camps as well as assisting with 
the workshop preparing props and decorating for the Fashion Show/Talent Show at the Central 
States Fair.  If anyone is interested in helping out with either the summer camps or the helping at 
the Fashion Show/Talent Show workshop, please contact the 4-H Office or Cherie at 787-9106.  
Also, we are looking for someone who might be interested in being a Junior Leader advisor starting 
the next 4-H year.  If you are interested, please contact the 4-H Office. 
 

Operation Military Kids Day Camp July 31 at the 4-H Building from 9am – 4pm.   Pennington 
County Junior Leaders and any 4-H members 12yrs + are encouraged to help host this camp for 
youth whose parents serve in the armed forces.  Call the office if you can help. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
Service Project at Black Hills National Cemetery 
On Tuesday, June 22, from 8:45 until about 11:00 our Operation Military Kids will be doing a ser-
vice project at the Black Hills National Cemetery near Sturgis, helping to wash the headstones in 
preparation for the 4th of July.  I would like to invite your 4-H club to join us for this special project! 
It would be spectacular if we had 200 youth working together to honor our military heroes before 
this special holiday. 
 

Please consider joining us!  Arrive at the Cemetery by 8:45 on June 22, wear a 4-H tee shirt, bring 
a bucket to share with a partner and bring a water bottle and a hat so you don’t get over heated. 
 

If you as an individual, family or 4-H club plan to join us, please RSVP to Kathy Reeves at 394-2188 
me by June 17th so I can let the cemetery know there will be more of us coming. 

Happy Father’s Day 


